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Synopsis of Durkheim’s Theory of Anomie
"The anomie theory" originates from classical sociology. Durkheim sees anomie as a state of social disintegration. The theory speculates how broad social conditions encourage deviant behaviour and crime. However, due to the far-reaching social changes, varied social differences are increasingly emerging. The author argues that social changes have also increased the rate of abandonment of old-fashioned social principles, hence weakening social cohesions. The condition also results from a lack of ideas or purpose within the society. Durkheim's Anomie theory shows that the general social rules are no longer observed. The collective order within the society disintegrates, leading to a state of anomie in the society. Durkheim also believes that anomie results from the failure of values required for controlling behaviour. The author asserts that when a social system is in anomie, mutual meanings and values are not accepted anymore, and fresh standards are not developed. Also, many people experience psychological conditions depicted by despair, lack of purpose, and a sense of emotional emptiness (Marks, 1974). 
The Division of Labour in Society, Durkheim explains a disorganized division of labour in the anomie division of labour where some people no longer conform. At this point, members of the society who used to fit in the past do not have a place. Durkheim says this was evident in the European societies during industrialization as work changed with establishing a more intricate division of labour. 
In the contemporary scenario, Durkheim's anomie theory is very relevant. For instance, social evils such as crime and other deviant behaviours are rising. Concerning the theory, the increase in crime in today's society is an ideal indicator of a lack of obedience to the social rules and decreasing collective consciousness. There is no doubt that continued ignorance of social rules will suitably increase anomie danger. The theory serves as an eye-opener to the need and means to address social evils within the community. Durkheim confirms that an individual is a product of his environment. Socialization starts from birth and progresses through associating with other members of society.
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